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Growing in Faith and Friendship with Jesus

My youngest daughter recently joined nursery, and as we 
prepared for her very first day of school, my wife had a 
beautiful idea —  a short and simple prayer before leaving 
for school. I found a lovely prayer, printed it, and pinned it 
on the wall.

Both of my daughters attend the same pre-school, and 
every morning, they stand before the altar, hands folded, 
and recite this little prayer before stepping out for school. 
It was truly heartwarming to watch them, and in just a few 
days, they had memorised it. Now, it has become a beautiful 
daily habit.

The Kairos Buds team took this prayer and made it even 
more special, sharing it digitally so more children could 
benefit from it. In this edition of Buds, you will find the 
prayer on the back cover. We encourage you to cut it out 
and pin it up at home, so you too can pray every morning 
before leaving for school!

Our beloved Saint Padre Pio once said: 'Prayer is the best 
weapon we have; it is the key to God's heart.'

Let’s begin our journey of faith while we are young, 
building a deep and loving friendship with Jesus — our 
Saviour, our Master, and our Superhero!

Let us grow in good habits, keep Jesus close to our 
hearts, and make prayer a part of our daily lives. We pray 
that Kairos Buds continues to help you grow in faith and 
friendship with Jesus. Don't forget to share this magazine 
with your friends and invite them to join this journey with 
us!

Jesus Loves You!

Nobin Jose, Singapore
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF
nobin.jose@jykairosmedia.org
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In 1241, the Mongol invasion came to Levoca. To escape 
from these bloodthirsty invaders, the people fled to a fort 
on what is known today as Marian Mountain. In gratitude 
for their miraculous rescue, they built a small church 
there in 1247. This quickly became a pilgrimage site. As 
years passed and more and more pilgrims began coming, 
the church was rebuilt a few times to what it is today.

The pilgrimage to Marianska Hora is a tradition dear to 
the people of Levoca and many around the world. Every 
year thousands of people make the ascent on 2 July. The 
church was upgraded to a Basilica Minor in 1984 by Pope 
John Paul ll. 

But what is a Basilica Minor? A Basilica Minor is a 

church that is given a special designation from the pope. 
Reasons for bestowing this designation may be granted 
for architectural beauty, historical significance, liturgical 
renown, or for any combination of these attributes.

The Marian pilgrimage to Levoca acquired special 
significance during the communist era, when the regime 
repressed and policed religious life. In those difficult 
times, the pilgrimage became a symbol of resistance 
and spiritual strength for many believers. People made 
pilgrimages to Levoca despite the risk of persecution or 
punishment, to honour Mary and ask for her intercession, 
pray, and thank God. 

Besides spiritual importance, Marianska Hora offers a 
breathtaking view of the surrounding landscape. Such a 

combination of nature and sacred architecture 
makes this place special in a way 
that ignites both wonder and 
devotion. 

The Basilica Minor on Marianska 
Hora stands to remind one of hope 
and faith for all who come here to 
realise the power of prayer and 
love that lasts from God.

IN THOSE DIFFICULT TIMES, 
THE PILGRIMAGE BECAME A 
SYMBOL OF RESISTANCE AND 
SPIRITUAL STRENGTH FOR 
MANY BELIEVERS

BASILICA
OF THE VISITATION OF THE
BLESSED VIRGIN MARY

- SOPHIA ANN FRANCIS » 12 YRS

LEVOCA, SLOVAKIA

The Basilica 
of the 
Visitation of 

the Blessed Virgin 
Mary stands on 
the small hill of 
Marianska Hora 
(Marian Mountain) 
at Levoca as a 
symbol of belief 
and devotion. 
It is considered 
one of the major 
pilgrimage 
destinations in 
Slovakia, seeing 
almost thousands 
of visitors every 
year. 



 

Heidi - ANNA-CLAIRE ANTHRAPER » 12 YRS

In the late 1960s a story about a young orphan girl living in 
the Alps captured the hearts of children everywhere. Heidi 
(pronounced as hy-dee), written by the renowned author 

Johanna Spyri, is the heartwarming tale of how Heidi is left 
to live with her gruff grandfather, known to the villagers as 
Alm-Uncle, who lives alone at the top of the mountain in his 
small wooden cottage.

Though the whole village expects that Alm-Uncle will 
refuse to take her in, or simply ignore her, Heidi manages 
to burrow her way into his heart, until she becomes her 
grandfather’s greatest treasure. She also forges a strong 
friendship with young Peter, the goatherd and his blind 
grandmother. 

A day for Heidi would start with waking up in her little 
bedroom up in the attic with the sun shining gently on her 
face through the round window. After a delicious breakfast of 
fresh goat’s milk, she heads up into the mountain with Peter 
and his flock. Picking wildflowers, playing with the goats, 
and chatting with Peter fill up her day, stopping only for a 
lunch of home-baked bread and goat’s cheese. Then, as the 
sun goes down over the mountains, setting the snow-capped 

mountain peaks, the fragrance of the wildflowers 
that dot the hillside, and the familiar sound of the 
pines in the wind, are as much a part of Heidi as 
her irrepressible spirit and her thick dark curls. 
But perhaps the most captivating thing about 
Heidi is her unconscious effect on the people she 
is with. The Alm-Uncle’s nature is softened by her 
loving-kindness, the old grandmother finds joy 

in the young voice which 
reads psalms and hymns to 
her, and Peter learns to read 
under her not-so-gentle but 
apt instruction, in a way that 
is sure to have the readers 
double up with laughter.

LUMINOUS LIBRARY
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peaks on fire, she returns 
home to a warm hearth, 
comfortable bed, and the 
loving embrace of her 
grandfather.

A longing for the 
glorious sight of the 

Through her own 
everyday experiences 
from spending 
summers up in the 
Alps as a child, 
Johanna Spyri paints 
an enchanting picture 
for all to be immersed. 
Heidi holds the power 
to make you long for a 
bygone era.

As the sun goes down over the 
mountains, setting the snow-capped 
peaks on fire, she returns home to a 
warm hearth, comfortable bed, and the 
loving embrace of her grandfather.



BIBLE
TOONIN

 STORY: SR. SUMA THOMAS CSM  ILLUSTRATIONS: SOOSANNA JAXON
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So they brought him a denarius, and Jesus asked them.

Whose image is this? And whose inscription?

Then Jesus said to them.

Ca
esa

r’s

The Pharisees, angry at Jesus’ teachings,went 
and laid plans to trap him in his words.

They sent their disciples to Jesus along 
with the Herodians with a question.

Teacher, we know that you are a man of integrity 
and that you teach the way of God in accordance 

with the truth. You aren’t swayed by others, 
because you pay no attention to who they are.

Tell us then, what is your 
opinion? Is it right to pay the 
imperial tax to Caesar or not?

You hypocrites, why are you 
trying to trap me?  Show me the 

coin used for paying the tax.

But Jesus was aware of their evil intent. 

So give to Caesar what is 
Caesar’s, and to God what is God’s.

When they heard this, they were amazed. 
So they left him and went away.

PAYING THE IMPERIAL 
TAX TO CAESAR

(MATTHEW 22:15-22)
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D I V I N E 
F A M I L I A 

came hoping to be chosen as the bride for the 
handsome prince. Among them was a princess from 
the poor kingdom of Jeunus, who was not particularly 
attractive or talented. The other princesses mocked 
her saying she would certainly be rejected. As they 
were waiting, the prime minister of the kingdom came 
and told the women that the prince would only marry 
the woman who successfully passed a series of tests 
he had arranged. All the 50 princesses were willing to 
submit to the tests, since they all desired to marry the 
prince. 

First, they were put in a room where delicious dishes 
were prepared before them, but were instructed to not 
eat or even touch the food. As hours passed, many of 
the princesses were unable to contain their hunger 
and began to eat the dishes. After seven long hours, 
the prime minister came and separated the 30 women 
who had broken the instructions and eaten the food. 

The rest of the princesses were brought to another 
room filled with treasures. As they entered the room, 
they were instructed to not take or even touch the 
jewels and precious gems they saw. However, the 
treasures in the room were nothing like any of the 
gems or diamonds that the princesses had seen in 
their kingdoms. Many princesses began to feel the 
jewels and some even decided to hide valuable stones 
in their dresses. Soon, the prime minister returned 

and removed the 17 princesses who had 
disobeyed the command not restraining 
themselves. 

The remaining 3 princesses were 
brought before the king. They were 
instructed not to speak. Two of  the 
princesses, who were from wealthy 
kingdoms and extremely beautiful, 
made fun of the princess from Jeunus 
as they waited for the king. When the 
king entered, all three princesses bowed 
low and did homage. He gestured them 
to stand. Approaching the princess 
from the poor kingdom he said, ‘Oh, you 
are from the kingdom of Jeunus. That 
kingdom is poor and the people there 
are not attractive.’ The young princess 
looked down and stayed silent.

Then he approached the princess from 
the kingdom of Superbia and said, ‘I have 
heard that the people of Superbia are 
proud. They ridicule other kingdoms and 
break promises.’

The princess immediately responded, 
‘How dare you say this about my 
kingdom. We are noble and keep 
our promises.’

Without responding, the 
king moved to the next 
princess from Torporia. ‘You 
are from Torporia, where 
men and women are both 
lazy and don’t want to 
work.’

The princess 
responded, ‘No King, 
you’re mistaken. My 
people do work hard.’

The King gestured, and 
the princesses who spoke 

fPrincess T H E  I D E A L

were removed. The king looked at 
the princess from Jeunus and said, 
‘Daughter… Come with me to meet the 
prince.’ 

The king led her to the room to meet 
the prince. He was more handsome than 
she had ever imagined. As the prince 
saw her face dim, he asked, ‘What is the 
matter? Do you not wish to marry me?’

The princess responded, ‘Prince, I’m 
not deserving of you. My kingdom is 
no match to yours and I am no match 
to your good looks. It is only best if you 
choose someone better fit for you.’

The prince smiled and said, ‘Princess, 
you have what I most desire. You have 
the virtue of temperance and that is 
more valuable than everything else.’

O nce, in the kingdom 
of Theophilia, the 
king had an only 

son whom he loved dearly. 
When it was time for the 
prince to marry, the king 
sent a decree inviting 
princesses of various 
kingdoms to come and 
present themselves to the 
prince. 

Since Theophilia was 
the wealthiest and most 
renowned, princesses 
from many kingdoms 

- SR ALISA S.V.M.

Temperance is a virtue that is needed to 
be a good Christian. To show temperance 
means to have self-control. Having 
moderation and control in food, buying 
things, and even in showing emotion is a 
way to grow in the virtue of temperance. 
Let's ask the grace of the Holy Spirit for 
this virtue so we can make Jesus happy.

Temperance

KAIROS    BUDS 
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D A R E  T O  B E  S A I N T S
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St John 
Neumann

Part 1

John Nepomucene Neumann was born on 28 March 1811, in the village of 
Prachatitz in Bohemia, now the Czech Republic. His parents were Philip and 

Agnes Neumann.His father owned a small stocking mill and was a minor 
village official, while his mother was a faithful woman who attended Mass 

daily. He was baptised in the village church on his birthday.

John was a hardworking boy. His parents supported him to carry on 
his studies when most boys were expected to work.The catechist of 

Prachatitz helped boys who wanted to pursue higher studies by giving them 
evening lessons in Latin. In the autumn of 1823, John passed the entrance 

examination with distinction for a school which was run by the Piarist Fathers.

John commenced a six year course in which he learned 
Latin,mathematics, geography, history, and Christian 
doctrine in the first four years and learned Latin and 
Greek classical authors in the last two years. Upon 
graduating from the philosophical course in the late 
summer of 1831, John was faced with three choices: 

becoming a doctor, a lawyer, or a priest.

John had a strong faith but knew it would be difficult to get a place at seminary especially 
without a recommendation.  He wished to study medicine, and his father was willing to pay the 
tuition for medical school. However, his mother knew that his real desire was to be a priest and 

encouraged him to apply to the seminary. To John’s surprise, he was accepted.

To be continued...

 STORY: STEFFI SIBY  ILLUSTRATIONS: MADHU S

 You need to keep 
studying.

But mother, it will be 
difficult for me to get a 

place at seminary.

God sees your desire my child 
and will grant you a place if it 

is according to His will.

 You are an intelligent 
and brilliant boy!
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Dear Diary,

Today at school, my friends and I were chatting about our 

upcoming exams and how we’d have to get busy prepari
ng when 

Emily came up to us with a weird expression on her face
. 

‘Guys! There’s something I have to tell you!’ sh
e said. 

Everyone looked at her.

‘Oooh! What is it?’ Gina asked. 

‘It’s about that girl, Ann. Did you know—?’ 

Just then our teacher enter
ed class. I was bursting to know what 

happened. Though I knew it was not good to listen to gos
sip, I just 

brushed it aside. 

After class, it was recess and all my other friends crowded around 

Emily, prompting her to spill the tea abo
ut Ann. 

‘Well you won’t believe what I heard about her.’ Then, looking 

around, Emily continued, ‘Oh, good. She’s absent today… So you 

know how she’s…’

As Emily continued, the feeling th
at what I was doing was not right 

kept nagging me. ‘But I’m not the one talking bad abo
ut anyone, 

just listening,’ I thought to m
yself. At that moment, I remembered 

the Bible verse I heard at Mass today. Test everything; 
hold fast 

to what’s good. And I realised that even thou
gh I was merely 

listening to gossip, it was still wrong. So even though I really 

wanted to know what was going on, I moved away from there. 

Listening to Gossip
-SUZANNE MARIE JOSUN  » 14 YRS 

Do you have a faith experience you'd like to share for this page? Send it to us at kairosbuds@jykairosmedia.org 
with your full name, age and complete postal address.

VERSE-IVE WRITINGM Y  S T O R Y

Test everything; hold fast to what is good. 
� 1 Thessalonians 5:21

Test everything; hold fast to what is good. 

Test everything; hold fast to what is good. 

Test everything; hold fast to what is good. 

Test everything; hold fast to what is good. 

Test everything; hold fast to what is good. 

Test everything; hold fast to what is good. 

Test everything; hold fast to what is good. 

Test everything; hold fast to what is good. 

Test everything; hold fast to what is good. 

Test everything; hold fast to what is good. 

Test everything; hold fast to what is good. 

Test everything; hold fast to what is good. 

Test everything; hold fast to what is good. 

Test everything; hold fast to what is good. 
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Colour. Arrange. Frame
In this section, a picture is divided into 4 parts, one for each issue. Children can colour 
each part, and when the picture is complete it can glued together and framed.

 (Part 4)
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St John of the Cross
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‘Learn and Colour’

 And to knowledge temperance; and to 
temperance patience; and to patience godliness

2 Peter 1 :6

W O R D  O F  L I F E 
M Y  C A N V A S 

Art and articles can be sent by email to kairosbuds@jykairosmedia.org.  Please include full name, age, place/country.

AGNES JUSTIN» 12 YRS » SYDNEY, AUSTRALIA

ANNA MARIA JOHN MARANGOLIL » 11 YRS » 
MUSCAT, OMAN

MIKAELA GILS » 12 YRS » OXFORD, UK

MILAN JOBIN » 7 YRS » KOTTAYAM, INDIA

THERESE MARIA BEN » 8 YRS » AUSTRALIA

NOEL GILS » 10 YRS » OXFORD, UK

M Y  C A N V A S 
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PROCEDURE 
Step 1: Sketch the flower 
on paper as shown. 

Step 2: Cut out the 
flower and a rectangular 
piece of paper. Thinly cut 
the rectangle as shown 
in the picture.

Step 3: Place the 
wire /skewer on the 
rectangular piece of 
paper, wrap around it 
and fix with double-sided 
tape /glue. 

Step 4: Curl the edge 
of the flower cut-out 
by pulling each petal 
between your thumb and 
the scissor blade and 
curl up.

Step 5: Place the wire 
stalk made in step 3 
on the flower cut-out 
and wrap around the 
wire. Paste the end with 
double-sided tape and fix 
it in place. 

Step 6: You may write, 
‘St Joseph, pray for us’ 
and dedicate the flower 
to him. 
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A LILY FOR 
ST JOSEPH

- ROSE MARY TOM

• Chart Paper/A4 paper 

• Pencil/pen 

• Scissors 

• Green copper wire/	       

   skewers 

• Double-sided tape/glue

MATERIALS REQUIRED

1  

3  

2  

4  

5 

6



L I T T L E  W R I T E R S

- RYAN ECKELKAMP » 16 YRS 

Temperance is basically self-
control. It is controlling your 
wants. You may want another 

cookie, but you’ve already had one 
today. Temperance is the ability to say 
no in that situation. It’s thinking to 
yourself, ‘Yes, I do want that cookie, 
but I don’t need it, so I won’t have it.’ 
However, it isn’t the absolute avoidance 
of sweets or cartoons. The importance 
of temperance is that it helps you know 
when to stop. 
Temperance is knowing what the 
healthy limit for you is. So, naturally, 
part of temperance is knowing yourself. 
What’s temperate for you may not 
be for your friend and vice-versa. For 
example, your friend watches half-an-
hour of TV when they get home and 
then starts their homework. If they are 
able to hold themselves to that half-

hour and get to work right after, 
that’s temperate for them. But if 
you know that you wouldn’t be able 
to just watch half-an-hour, and you 
would spend the whole afternoon 
watching TV and never do your 
homework, then that probably isn’t 
temperate for you, and that’s okay 
because everyone is different.
What’s important is that you know 
yourself. So practise building 
temperance, try maybe not having 
dessert every night or limit yourself 
to an hour of TV a day.
Remember, temperance is 
moderation, you can still have 
dessert or watch TV; just keep 
yourself accountable.

WINGS TO WIN

Instant food, rapid delivery, quick-fix solutions 
– everything is designed to make life easier and 
more instant. And let’s be honest, we love it! Who 

wouldn’t want things to happen right now instead 
of waiting?
But is this how God designed life to be?
Think about it. Look at nature. A tree doesn’t bear 
fruit immediately after planting. A newborn doesn’t 
walk in a week. Even the milk carton you grab from 
the store didn’t magically appear on the shelf – it 
took time, effort, and a whole process to get there.

That’s how life is supposed to be. There’s a 
process, a rhythm, a waiting period. But we live 
in a world that says, ‘Nope, I want it NOW.’ We’ve 
become impatient. We don’t want to wait for 
things to happen naturally – we want everything 
at supersonic speed. And if something takes longer 
than a few seconds, we get frustrated.

Imagine this: You’re about to send a message, 
and your internet suddenly slows down. Just 
a few seconds of buffering, and boom – you’re 
annoyed! And it’s not just you. Even adults, even 
grandparents – everyone’s wired for speed now. 
But this mindset of instant gratification can be 
dangerous. If we always want quick results, we 
stop appreciating the journey, the growth, and the 
lessons that come with waiting.

So, what does the Bible say about this? One 
of the most important fruits of the Spirit is self-
control (Galatians 5:22-23). That means learning to 
pause, to wait, to choose wisely instead of reacting 
instantly.

Here are some simple and practical ways to bring 
self-control and temperance into our daily lives:

1  
Intentionally slow down. Take a deep breath, 
walk a little slower, and enjoy your meals 

instead of rushing.

2  
Be present in the moment. Look around, smile 
at people, and notice life happening beyond 

your screen.

3  
Delay gratification – on purpose. Wait a little 
before indulging in something you want. 

Strengthen your self-control muscles.

4  
Do something that requires patience. Try 
gardening, cooking from scratch, or learning a 

skill that takes time.

5  
Practise time with God. Take a few quiet 
moments daily – no phone, no distractions; 

just you and God.

6  
Serve others. Shift your focus from ‘What do I 
want?’ to ‘How can I help someone today?’

7  
Set a ‘no instant’ challenge. Pick a day to avoid 
quick fixes – no fast food, no skipping ads, no 

constant phone checking.
Life isn’t meant to be rushed. God designed it 

to unfold step by step, season by season. When 
we learn to wait, to slow down, and to trust God’s 
timing, we start living life the way He intended – 
with peace, patience, and joy. 

So next time you feel like rushing into something, 
take a moment. Breathe. Wait. And trust that God’s 
timing is always perfect.

But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, 
kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-
control (Galatians 5:22-23).

TEMPERANCE:
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- DR JOSEPH SEBASTIAN

 TEMPERANCE
ACCOUNTABLE

is Keeping Yourself 

 The Power of Self-Control

The author of 'What is Wisdom' (Issue 49) was wrongly 
mentioned. Author is Abel Scaria, 12 years.

CORRECTION
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Barabbas was a notorious 
criminal, a murderer 
or rebel, chosen by 
the Jewish crowd over 
Jesus to be released on 
Passover. 
He’s found in all four 
Gospels: Matthew 27:16, 
Mark 15:7, Luke 23:18-19, 
John 18:40

Barabbas
Aramaic: ּאָּבאַ רב
Meaning: Son of the Father

- MARIA TERES SEBASTIAN

Catholic Encyclopedia for kids!KID CATHOPEDIA 

PERSONAL APPLICATION: The crowd’s 
demand to release Barabbas points to our 
tendency to choose earthly concerns over 
the divine, just as they chose Barabbas 
over Jesus. Let us pray that we find our way 
from earthly ways to divine providence.

Interesting Fact: The people chose 
Barabbas, the ‘Son of the Father’ over 
Jesus, the true Son of God. 
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Find your way from Barabbas to Jesus



 
Have Questions?Q A&  WITH FR JUSTIN PANACHICKAL MSFS 

ANS:   First of all, horoscopes 
and tarot cards are part 
of divination. Now, what 

is divination? It is the seeking of future knowledge 
or what’s hidden by inadequate means. These are 
inadequate because by themselves they have no 
power and therefore have to be supplemented by 
power from some external sources (not God, but 
evil). According to the Catechism of the Catholic 
Church (CCC 2115-2117), any form of divination or 
seeking occult powers is gravely wrong.  

The Catholic Church teaches this about knowing 
the future, ‘God can reveal the future to his prophets 
or to other saints. Still, a sound Christian attitude 
consists in putting oneself confidently into the 
hands of Providence for whatever concerns the 
future, and giving up all unhealthy curiosity about it’ 
(#2115). Furthermore, the Catechism says, ‘All forms 
of divination are to be rejected: recourse to Satan or 
demons, conjuring up the dead or other practices 
falsely supposed to “unveil” the future. Consulting 
horoscopes, astrology, palm reading, interpretation 
of omens and lots, the phenomena of clairvoyance, 
and recourse to mediums all conceal a desire for 
power over time, history, and, in the last analysis, 
other human beings, as well as a wish to conciliate 
hidden powers. They contradict the honour, respect, 
and loving fear that we owe to God alone’ (#2116).

No Catholic can engage – or believe – in any 
of these activities listed above. Tarot cards are 
not a very ancient practice as some may think. It 
originated only in the 15th century in Europe and 
only in the 18th century did it become a practice of 
divination. It is a form of cartomancy (fortune telling 

not be found among you any one who burns his son 
or daughter as an offering, anyone who practices 
divination, a soothsayer, or an augur, or a sorcerer, or 
a charmer, or a medium, or a wizard, or a necromancer. 
For whoever does these things is abomination to the 
Lord (Deuteronomy 18:10-12). We are taught in the 
Bible to seek guidance from God (Deuteronomy 
13:1-5), rather than putting our faith in spirits that 
are not from God (1 John 4:1-3). The central error of 
these things is that they involve turning away from 
God to a source of spiritual power opposed to God. 
For rebellion is as the sin of divination (1 Samuel 
15:23). As part of our faith journey, we have to trust 
that God will reveal to us what we need to know 
when we need to know it. 

People get attracted to these in the false hope of 
attaining supernatural knowledge and powers. Why 
are these dangerous? First of all, by using these we 
are invoking a spiritual presence/ power other than 
God into our lives. The occult is not part of God’s 
work. And, in the spiritual realm, things really are 
black and white – if something is not of God, there 
can be only one other source, Satan. Thus, by using 
occult practices we are opening up a door or portal 
for evil powers to enter our lives. 

We must know that Satan, the father of lies and 
deception, presents these things as good, asking 
questions like ‘if it is used for good purposes how can 
it be bad?’, or may try to mimic some kind of favours, 
or gains or even healing to make one believe. The 
devil doesn’t mind giving you the ‘good things’ of 
this world as long as he can hinder, or break, your 
relationship with God. He will offer you the world 
if it will gain him your soul (Matthew 4:8-9). It is 
naive and dangerous to assume that if something is 
beyond natural explanation it must be attributable 
to God. Scripture warns us, Beloved, do not believe 
every spirit, but test the spirits to see 
whether they are of God 
(1 John 4:1). For 
Satan can, and 

using cards) whereby practitioners use tarot cards to 
purportedly gain insight into the past, present or 
future. They formulate a question, then draw cards 
to interpret them for this end. On the other hand, 
astrology and horoscopes were prevalent from 
ancient times, which attribute our life’s destiny to 
the position of the stars on the day of our birth. The 
Catholic Encyclopedia of Father John Hardon defines 
astrology (not astronomy) as:

A form of divination based on the theory that the 
planets and stars influence human affairs. In astrology 
a horoscope is a map of the heavens at the time of 
birth, using the chart of the zodiac. The ‘house,’ or sign 
in the ascendancy at the time of one’s birth, is said to 
determine one’s temperament, tendencies to disease, 
and liability to certain fortunes or calamities…It is 
normally wrong to believe in astrology or to direct 
one’s life and conduct according to its supposed 
predictions. The reasons are that astrology involves 
contradictions, since it claims uniform influence on 
persons born on the same day and in the same place, 
and who later on prove to be unmistakably different; 
it claims to predict accurately the free future, i.e., 
happenings that depend on the exercise of man’s free 
will, whereas such knowledge is unknown to anyone 
except God; it is against the doctrine of free will, for 
it leads to fatalistic views of man’s destiny; and it is 
against belief in divine providence, which includes the 
influence of divine grace and the value of intercessory 
prayer.

The Bible teaches clearly against the use of any 
form of divination. The Lord put King Saul to death 
for consulting a medium, and gave his kingdom 
over to David (1 Chronicles 10:13-14). There shall 

sometimes does, use ‘signs and wonders’ to deceive 
(Mark 13:22, 2 Thessalonians 2:9-10, 2 Corinthians 
11:14).

Objectively speaking, dealing in horoscopes and 
tarot cards or any form of divination is a violation 
of the First Commandment because it necessarily 
implies that one believes there are ‘forces’ in the 
world which can compete with (supersede) God. 
We shouldn’t even do this for fun or entertainment; 
vain excuses are not excusable. 

One last thing, please don’t get confused with 
Prophecy and Divination. Prophecy is when God 
chooses to reveal His will to us, through saints or 
someone with the gift of prophecy (1 Corinthians 
12:7). God reveals this at the time of His choosing, 
we cannot grab or demand it. This is not fortune 
telling or predicting the future. This is a ‘message’ 
God intends to give you. For what? 1. For your 
repentance and sanctification, 2. For building up 
your faith in God 3. To guide you. …the one who 
prophesies speaks to people for their strengthening, 
encouraging and comfort..., the one who prophesies 
edifies the church (1 Corinthians 14:3-4). A prophecy 
will honour God and the Church, will adhere to 
scriptures and Magisterium, will not intend any 
harm to anyone nor will justify any wrong doings. 
This is not our doing, but choosing to work through 
us. No one can claim or boast it. 

Let us trust in God knowing that He will do 
everything for our good (Romans 8:28) and that 
He will raise us up at the opportune time (1 Peter 
5:6). Let us surrender everything to 
God’s Providence. 

QWHY ARE HOROSCOPES AND TAROT 
CARDS AGAINST THE FAITH?

Our young readers can email their questions on faith/life to kairosbuds@jykairosmedia.org  or  WhatsApp it to us on +1 346 339 4500
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TONY & TINA

 STORY:  ANEESH SUNNY THOMAS ILLUSTRATIONS: SANISH DIVAKARAN

After much motivation on 
Anna and Tina’s part, Jessy 
steps onstage. Suddenly, 
the auditorium is cast in 

darkness. Chaos unfolds as 
they lose power.

Tina tries to maintain order.  

Turning to Jessy, her friends try to 
keep the programme going.

They try to get back on track.
With every strum, Jessy finds her voice.

And then, the power comes back!

Jessy finishes 
the song to 
thunderous 
applause.

‘Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding; 
in all your ways submit to Him, and He will make your paths straight.’

How Jessy Found How Jessy Found 
Her GrooveHer Groove

What’s happening?

Everyone, let’s 
stay calm! It’s 
probably just a 
power outage!

I can’t see anything!

I’ve got a flashlight! Let’s 
keep the energy up! You can still perform! 

Just keep playing!
But it’s dark! 
No one can 

see me!

Let’s create a circle of 
light! Everyone, get your 

phones out!

Good idea! Let’s 
light it up!

 Now’s your 
moment, Jessy!

Wow, this is 
incredible!

Okay, here goes!

This is amazing! 
She’s really 
talented!

I can see you all now!

 You were 
incredible! 

We knew you 
could do it!

You were amazing! Want to 
jam together sometime?

Absolutely! 

You’ve got a bright 
future ahead, Jessy.

Thanks, guys. I couldn’t have 
done this without you.

KAIROS    BUDS 32 KAIROS    BUDS 33

Jessy! Jessy!

 Yaaaay …!
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 The Missionary and the Lion The Missionary and the Lion

H O LY  H U M O U R

A Christian missionary was walking through the jungle when suddenly a lion 
attacks him. Just as he is about to be eaten, he lifts his eyes and says:

‘Our Father, 
for you everything is possible, 

touch the heart of this lion 
and make him a 

follower of Christ.’

A light comes from heaven
 and the lion stops and says:

‘Bless us, O Lord, and these 
Thy gifts which we are 

about to receive...’

Answers to Brain Gym
Noah’s Ark; Moses and the Ten Commandments; Abraham and Issac; Jacob and Esau; Joseph the Patriarch; Tobit, Raphael & Tobias; David; Jonah; Angel Gabriel appears to Mary; 
Wedding at Cana; Jesus calms the storm; Zacchaeus; Feeding of the Five thousand; Parable of the prodigal son; Parable of the sower

B R A I N  G Y M

Can you guess the Biblical character/event from the below emojis?

Bible Emoji Quiz

1 9

5 13

3 11

7 15

2 10

6 14

4 12

8



PrayerPrayer
Dear Jesus,
Thank You for this day and for all the graces 
You have showered on me. 
You have promised to be with me always. I 
pray that You will be with me as I go to school 
today. Bless my going and my coming.
Jesus, I bring all my teachers to You, and the 
subjects they will teach today. Fill them with 
Your wisdom, love and every grace they 
need. Bless my learning and my playing. 
Please protect my heart from fear, and keep 
me safe. Please give me good friends. Give 
me joy this day and thank You for loving me 
from head to toe.
In Your Name.        Amen.

Before Going to SchoolBefore Going to School
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